Dick

ICHABRD SETMOUR HALL is o

man wha for 1 last few years has

Boen cauglit betegen  Lwe wirdils.
While Europein righlwing exiremizls have
sttacked nmd condemned his policies ond
agtions, some African nationalisis have
el e " necscolonlist Stoope,'”

Beiter known as Dick Hall, the 39-year-
old Oxford pradume was largely responsible
For Equmeling the Ceutrat Africar- Mol e
weekly newspiper published in Liwsnka.
During the polinical campaizn eading oo e
independence of Zombia e aewspaper
provided an outlel for Afticin natoonadist
views nmal pnve its suppert to the Ulnibed
Malional Indcpendence Party.

Eo closely has Dick Hall been associated
watly U1 han ot ds @ suepease vo bear bim
say: "1 have oever Beea o mgneber of the
parky. The:noed for nbsoiute sommiinient
in Afrecnn policical porties i such that &
jaurnalisy cannor afford o bocome 3
mibes, In the pobitieal baele hewwech
1963 wnd 1964, the Cenpeel lfeicer Ml
suppericd UNIFP s the biggest politicn]
parey, but it was not so much a case of
supporting UNTP as facing fees™

His part in the “banle™ made hin
unpopatar with many Furapeans. “People
wotkld nog tnlk with me.” he snys, “Some
af 1lemt wovnld cross e Secet doavoild nw,
Soose pacenms would noc lea their chitdren
phav with oine. 1 «Bld wol like 0 hméiu
miEl aeeept  thilt sort of Lhing, "
thimg 1 foed sceonply Alsaet 65 the jdes tad
om o siodse af UINEF, 1 ams not, | oogver
hive been , L7

Trick Holt is o eomples chnmeler, There
iz the wugh, uncompromising joamalis
wihtia gyss 'L am u ceemeadous believer in
the :rfgh! of thie Press 1o ﬁ]'.lt'.'lk_ it finel'”
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Hall

There is the idealist whe keeps peeping
threwsh the cracks in the carefully mnin-
tained  jomrmpdistic facade. ‘There 35 ghe
Dick Fall who studies history in his spare
time and hns & yearning for the quict and
Fulfilnent of acadensic life. And there is a
litebe oy with i stukter sinel i g chielols
sense of humour who manages, new and
agaan, 1o slip berweea ahe Itg of vhe ether
Dick Hallz gnd come to the fore.
Physicully fig supgests the wniversity don
more than the jourmalst. Five fool - ton
inehes 1w, medium ser, wath 2 high demaed
ForeTesicl -tk Tiakr Uil grovs owver bis ears,
hie wenrs thick-lonsed, h-n-mal'ir'l'uih.hilgh'lmr:i
anif speaks with o quist, sorwewhal highe
pitched voboe. His mannmer s norvous and
often on surface appeass diflidenn. Diick
Hakl is, horovgver, amain of decided opinaons,
He was born in Margnbe, Kent, the san of
o master makinesin the Merehnnd Havy, On
his mochers side Wis greac prod e wis
a town cpnstalle of Owloed. 1 <6k have
the rattle e wsal,” Trick Hall sa
Part of his bovhood was spentin Sydney,
Awstralia, “The kids were tough, 1
reimenber thar,™ b savs with-a chuckie,
“We were Lwed to rumting abour bare-
fopicd, | recwember nn Enplish emigrant
coming 12 schoel in shoos. We were
disgusted, Culside U scliool we: siripped
off his shoes and senthinchemecrving . (2"
Btut his chilidlbood was nov ail laughier
and gimei. The younyg Dick Eall sulfcied
fromm a-smuer — 1 was lefe-hamded, and
somse Fool teed o mipke me weile witle iy
right hand.”™ he recalls, B¢ may be thist this
smndl boy wens tovpher than he needed dobe
bo cover up his dohciemay.
On rewurning wo Britasn Dick Hall's Life
Follavwwed the pattern of numy boyi of his

age. He allembed  Hasting:  Grumemar
Schood, Bossex, passed his school celificate
il emecgact 1o make dis way 3 a counry
it war.

“T g & jok on the ool rin 42,7
b w.%rﬁ. "r]ur Teo Gdln '.-.'\:Ei'{F:I'ld Ae. i,
nyclc‘ nllpwance.  Hastings was. being
Bombed and 1 por used 10 socing bedies
elenzped ol oF rians, Our ol windows
were frequently Blown in during the air
eands . T

[t wos o periad doring which: youths
grew up puickly. "Mast oF the gidwn ohen
seerein the seeviees,'  he recalls, “Thit
mreanl 1 bad 1o ackle every kind of job
that sine s, 10 was good expecience. Tle
firsl timez | went fo-report 3 jusenils courd,
a poficenren mistook me for one of the
cftenclers andd tred 1o line we up with the
resl .

In 1943 le jodncd the Rowal H:wr and
for 15 months served do0a desteoves bn the
Mediverrancan: “We used to patrel off the
Yuposlay coast,™ he says, "1 was ool very
exciting, but it aove me a gred Gking for
the Modicerrancan which 1 still haos, T
most alarming thing wivs being bombed by
stk by the Boyal Air Foree . . 07

In the MNavy he worked long howrs an
earcdes and eyphers in bad light and this led
1o 0 deterionttion in his evesight. “Every-
nme f wend ashore 1 god stronger lenses,” e
SilYS-

His fense OF hiameair bubbics ot as e
ialks about his disasirous infersiew ag-a
candidare for a comission.

T was abl spruced up ancl wearing shidy
new shoes, [ entered the Toom, slgpping
et osoactly o make o good impression,
ond now shows skikded on e lighly
palished Moar, 1 slal seeess Al oo amd
cacled up whl a:serrific erash against the
Table, an whecl somse weey senior offiers
sal, It was ood @ good scre. 1 owas a
flop and 1 never did pet a conumission,”

In (945 he returned to civilian Life and
eack p liis jobs on the aewspaper. One day
he called on a local eleegyman whose

Floesdror
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opinion of the Press was not very high.
“A voung man like you ought to be doing
wlnclhlng better than Jnutnﬂllﬁm._ s
the clergyman, “You ought o go 1o
umiversity.”

Mk Hall ug'mcd._ al leasd alsouat goung o
university, It was something he had been
thinking about for a long tme. Hesatdown
amd wrode 1o Keble l_'nill:g«l:. Oixfond, was
called for an interview, and went up to
university to read English.

But Dick Hall the undergraduate did not
leave Dack Hall the journalist behind. Far
from it They went together. The jowrnalist
bug had bitten too deeply 1o be discarded
tn':i'l:,.'.

“Il was a siringer {representative) for the
Swurulay  Evpress and Associated  Pros
while 1 was there and | got roped m i
work on various university magazines,” he
says I was good Ten ;|'Il|"u_1ug'h. we digd
have one nasty moment on one of the
magazines. We decided o carry oul an
investigation inic the sex habats of fermale
undergraduates and one of the questionna-
ires went 1o an glderly woman legiurer by
mistake. She was ot amused . . "

Many things happened while Dick Hall
wis ol Oxford. He got marmed and while
he was sitting his final examinations his
wife Barbara gave birth to the first of their
five sons,

“1 iook part in a ot of athletics,” he
says, “Mostly high jmpand cross-country,
On one oocasion | ran apamat  Roger
Bannister in o mile race . . . He finished
a very long way in front of me.”

So fur there was linde to suppest the
emergence of the crusader but Oxford had
one lasting cffect on Dick Hall's character.
It crystallized his resentrment  against
privilege.

*1 have -:h'-n_'.n becn uu:piu;inu:. of the
Establishment,” he says. “There were a kot
of young men from the Establishment at
Oxford, They were charmang, bat to me
they represented a class of people who

enjoyed  unearmed |1r|1.|1-|:gn and 1 find
that distasteful |

He emerged from university with an
Honours degree in English, a love of
university life . . . but stll, basically, a
journalisi.

“I g a b on an encyclopedia.™ he
recalls. "1 stayed with it four weeks — two
wieeks” work, two weeks” notice. 1t was too
dull for e, Whale 1 was there 1.Ih:_:|- mioved
from SE to SU, When [ left 1 knew every-
thing between the two . .

His next job was with the Baily Mail in
London where he worked on the “Toreign
desk™. He has had two spells with the
newspaper ||1lr.-'rrl|.||‘.|l.ﬂl by a period on a
Lendon magazine. “When | got to the
Ml oy editor was convinesd that | knew
nothing and determaned to teach me how
to write English,” he savs wryly. “For
three months | god nothing in the paper. |
learned to write "English” and after that it
wis all rig'h.l L Eh

While on the Daily Mail that he joined
the Liberal Party and became local sec-
retary for St Albans during the 1949
j_-.:q.'il-r.'f.l.l election,

All this time Africn meant litthe more (o
him than, say, the Far Easi.

Came to Zambia by chance

“l came o Fambin by complete
chanee,” he savs. “Ome night going hame
wlter w row in the ofTice 1 saw an advertise-
ment for a joumalisl o work on an RET
frine r. 1 applied and gol the |

chwm the FJ'F;r.I'p Mail ﬁ:,. I'nrglln
editor” said: “Mosthern Rhodesa? There
is going to be a massacre there.” 1 iald him,
“Well it should be a good story” and off |
wernl.

He worked ut Mufulirs for twoand a half
years as editor of the Mefifire Magazine,
While there he wenlt un!mlnlu:rmﬁunnbar.

& stocky man canme 1o osee me because

he had heard | was a poumalist,™ he savs.
“He told me how fond he was of the
British Empire and asked for help. |
thought of James Johnson, the British MIP,
and wrote his address on the back of a
menu. Johmon came oul loer and advised
iy visitor and 100k up his case. The man
wis Abesd Korume, mow VicePresident of
Tanzania,” He adds with a gnn: 1 hawe
always Felt that | gave him a inning..."

I :-I.n.-m on the {Eqdrppcrhc]: :llﬁ%l DickEHu.Il
o=k the first of the sleps that hrnuEhI! him
into the limelight. For someone with his
social conscence the Eurﬂ-[u:.lr'ls seemed o
privileged communily.

*1 began to get a twitch about the racial
situation,” ke says. “Buat | did not start the
African ﬂ.I'ﬂ'i.I'lhnﬁugh ilealism: i was moTe
through realism. The need for a newspaper




Profile; Dick Hall

{ronrimyead frour pepe 1

w o present the African viswpoint  was
b s,

“Sir Sephen King-Hall, the journalist
and writer, visited Mululica and 1 treed 10
itterest him in siarting @ paper. YWhen he
reterned 1o Britain he talked {e the Hon.
Davicl Astor of the Oboerier abont the
possibility of l"n.m..nlL such an under-
ml{.nﬂ bat David Astior wirs nol interesied
at that stage. Later Anthony Sampson
g 10 stay with e and | argued the cise
with hime. 1 left Mufulita o join the
Governnient Informalon Departimsnt in
1958 and at the end of the following vear
Eravid Astor agreed to pul up the money,

AL rhe ame lime the late Alespnader
Scott was falking about o “wee’ paper in
Lusaks, [ would ol agree 1o s terms
becopse 1 did not think there was enough
capital, 1 brought him and Prawid  Asgar
tagether . . "

When the Afrioer Mail was saried Dick
Flall bocanse managing editor — he is now
editorial dircctor of the paper and of the
Fambin  Firarcia  Wail amd  Fowned
himsclf plungsl inte the hearl of the

Adricen mationalisn political campaign.

"F'.'::r}.'nru,' in Brtan l|'||.'|ug|I[ I would be
jailed,” he savs, “Jos Grimenad, the Liberal
{-::udn:-.r. promised to tike up my case in the
House of Commaons if it happened. Tt clad
o altheugh Tonce lad o it served from
Sir Roy Welensky aboul some “nasty”
things we had s id about him. It is the
nnl}- letter 1 hawe had from 2 Primc
Mimaster, 11 was nel followed up,”

I is @n i1|1|:r-|:'-.1ing rcl'ILtli.-nn ol ]_'Ji':F-:
Hall's  character  that  he  appreciiles
W{‘hﬂik'-. s capabilities gven il he opposes
his politics. “He has a Blind spot towards
Africos,’” e savs, “Hul [ be=lieve thiet if he
hud been bom ehewhere, say  Ausirlia,
he m:gfh.l_ have begome one of Use gn:-a:u:at
figures of the Commonwealth, 1 helicve
|m- that i, at the start of Federption, e
had brought the African nationalist leaders
leaders together and asked what they
wanted znd iricd to woark with them the
Federation might just have made it . . "

Has WEars in Z.-;lmhlu have boon hectic
and it s difficelt 10 understand how ek
Hall found tmse o write anything bt
newspaper naaterial, but he has, On the eve
of Inclepamifence he published a biography
ol the President, Dr. Kenneth Raunda,
which has besn criticized as being too

efMusive. He rejects the eriticizm and makes
no attempt o conceal bis admiration of
the couniry’s leader,

He has ]|.|-=.I qm:np'l-nl!r:d i I|.|:'-.I.ﬂr\' ol
Zambia which will be published in April
or May, this year. 1 have slwnys been
imberested a0 Afncan lustory,” he says,
“and | have been collecting material for a
tomg tme. In 1960 | weole anamicls of
abour 30000 words an the ESA mineral
rights but that was not published.”™

Todday Dick Hall s in the pesation where
he can s and ook rouncd. =1 have an
urgd 1o gel oul of the battle hine and do a
bit of thinking," he says, I has been a

real expericnce and a hell of a good story
tut I world nol want o g0 [hr-;.'uug]l it ik

ine | owsed 10 Be overy intercsted in
nxdiu:m'l English philology. I oar some
pme or ather | owere fo be ofTered & post
in A universiy Tor a vear or so | owoeuld
e cquite happy 10 accepl”

He sees hiz future as tad ups with Zambia
and says: “There is 3 lot of emotion to
worked out st there re greal prospecls
for this country, The great challenge
Fambia &= oael political — it is ecpnemg.
believe there s o foure here for my
children il they wish. 1 shall certainiy take
gul Zambion citizenship.”



